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What if we did not know where we are and who we are? What if all previous answers to the 

question of who we are were merely based upon the application of an answer given long ago, an 
answer that does not correspond to what is perhaps asked in the question now touched upon of 
who we are ? For we do not now  ask about ourselves “as human,” assuming we understand this 

name. 
-Martin Heidegger 

 
How can we combine the old words in new orders so that they create beauty, so that they tell the 

truth? That is the question. 
-Virginia Woolf 

 
Course Description: 
 

The concept of “queer” enlists numerous meanings, covers a wide range of identities, 
practices, subjectivities, and the everyday of (racialized, sexed, gendered) human life. The term 
itself, from the Indo-European root twerkw , meant change, shift, torque. For that is what is the 
object, so to speak, of this course: the politics of experimentation  in a form of human life. Queer 
is but one of many appellations that such experimentational modes have come to mean in its 
being . In more conventional terms, it has come to symbolize a growing departure from the 
mainstream lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) rights movements (criticizing how 
trans is often an afterthought to such movements). Queer radicalism often rages against the 
corporatism of late capitalism (neoliberalism). Queer communities have often criticized the 
universalizing and homogenizing liberal political institutions in U.S. government. The politics of 
human recognition has thus been complicated. It is no longer a matter of self-determination in the 
name of Constitutional equality. Recognition is now a plenary set of meanings without a single, 
monolithic narrative. Queer politics is an expression unto itself, an anti-essentialist narrative that 
destabilizes the historical legibility of normative sex (construed as biological) and gender 
(construed as a social manifestation of sex). Given such a complex set of social relations, this 
course cannot be a singular study of the LGBTQ movement and its history. Our aim will be to 
examine the wider political investments as well as the particular practices, communities, and 
ordinary lives of humans as they engage in queer political acts of self-making. This aim requires a 
new set of questions to reach the ground in which “queer” has generated its particular grammar. 
For instance, what is power and how has its effects produced the very identities that humans 
claim to possess, enact, or disavow? What does it mean to live at the margins of intersectional 
identities and what analyses are required to understand those lives? In other words, what do we 
make of the politics of human life when it is lived in the ordinary spheres of the everyday: race, 
class, (dis)ability, gender/sex, sexuality, nationality, etc. We will deploy a vast array thinkers and 
empirical insight to engage each of these kinds of questions and themes to unconceal the queer 
project that is life itself.  
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Course Expectations: 

Response papers (40%): Students will write four 2-3 page response papers throughout the 
semester for various themes of readings. These papers will be due at designated deadlines within 
the Course Readings section. These papers should give students the opportunity to express 
concerns with the readings themselves: the theme(s), methods, thesis, etc., that the author(s) are 
expressing--at least within the ambit of the prompt. The papers should be written in the following 
format: 2-3 pages, double spaced, 12 pt. font., printed out and turned in on the day off that class . 
Prompts for these questions are to be found at the end of the syllabus. 
 
Final Exam (40%) or Final Project: The exam will be take home and will consist of short 
answer questions and a number of essay questions that will cover the entirety of the course 
materials (8-10 pages worth of answers). The exam questions will be submitted on Moodle a 
week before the final exam date for the course. You will be responsible for handing in a printed 
version of your final exam in class on the final exam date that will be posted by the registrar. That 
date will be announced during the waning weeks of the semester.  
 
The project, for those whose majors are not directly in the social sciences--or for those who do 
not wish to write a research-oriented exam-paper--will take on one or more themes from this 
semester. It can be art in any manifestation, but multi-media projects are encouraged. For 
instance, a poem that attends a portrait or series of images; a portrait itself (of any material 
medium); a short-story piece; a performance (such as interpretative dance or theater); a zine or 
blog that is kept over the course of the semester; or a piece of music. Final projects will be 
presented/performed on the final day of class when final exams are due . 
 
Attendance (20%): Attendance will take the form of daily in-class free writes. These can be 
written or typed (emailed to b.aultman@purchase.edu) and must be in my possession no later than 
the day of that class. Free writes will generally take the form of answering a prompt. 
 
Related Course Information:  
 
Technology: The use of cell phones is strictly prohibited. If students are found using a phone 
during class I will ask them to leave. The use of laptops is permitted. However, if I become aware 
that students are not using these devices for the purposes of taking notes, i.e., watching movies or 
chatting with friends, this luxury will cease.  
 
Check Moodle Regularly: All course readings will be uploaded to Moodle. All correspondence 
(class cancellations, important updates about inclement weather and travel hazards issued by the 
college, etc.) will be handled via Moodle’s email interface. Ensure you that you both have access 
to Moodle and that your account is linked to your Purchase College email address. 

Academic Integrity:  The Purchase College academic integrity policy, 
www.purchase.edu/policies/academicintegrity.aspx, explicitly forbids cheating, plagiarism, and 
other forms of academic dishonesty. Plagiarism is the appropriation or imitation of the language, 
ideas, and/or thoughts of another person and the representation of them as one’s own original 
work. Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the definition of plagiarism and 
the acceptable methods of attribution. 
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Students who have any questions or doubts about whether any activity is academically 
permissible should check with me. 
 
Students with Disabilities: Students with documented physical, learning, psychological, and 
other (dis)abilities are entitled to receive reasonable accommodations. To receive 
accommodations, students must first register with the Office of Access and Accommodations, 
251-6035, COU.accommodations@purchase.edu. 
 
Pronouns and Gender Identity: My name is B. I am non-binary, masculine. I use gender-neutral 
pronouns (they/them/their). I adhere to a strict policy of respect for the gender identities and 
correct pronoun usage for all of my students, including names that are not yet a part of “official” 
documentation. Intentional misgendering, as with any attempt to slur another human’s personal 
integrity on the basis of race, ethnicity, or religion, will result in immediate dismissal from class 
for that session. Continued abuses will result in disciplinary action with the appropriate College 
administrators.  
 
Trigger Warnings: Some portions of the class reading will deal with issues of racism, 
transphobia, misgendering, sexual violence, and other potentially disturbing content. I will make 
a note before each class about such content—in many instances one can tell by the title of the 
content’s potentially triggering nature. Please consult with me if you have questions or concerns. 
 
Texts: 

There are no required textbooks for this course. All texts will be made available via Moodle.  

Tentative Course Readings and Schedule: Please check Moodle regularly for any changes in 
dates and course readings. 

Response Paper Due Dates: Feb. 16, Mar. 2, Mar. 23, Apr. 6, May 8 (Extra Credit) 

No Classes (Spring Recess): April 8-16 

Jan. 26: Introduction to the Course 
 
I. DEVELOPING A THEORY TO INTERROGATE THE OBVIOUS 
 
A. Ideology and Critique, or What is Political 
 
Jan. 30: Karl Marx, Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right: Introduction (pp. 
53-65) 
 
Feb. 2: Louis Althusser - Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses; AND Ian Hacking - Why 
Ask What? in The Social Construction of What  
 
B. What’s So Queer about Queer Politics (TW: Racial and other slurs) 
 
Feb. 6: Judith Butler - Critically Queer from Bodies that Matter (pp. 223-242) 
 
Feb. 9: Bruno Perreau - The Many Meanings of Queer from Queer Theory (pp. 75-112). 
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C. On the Question of Human Being, the Sexed Body, and Science 
 
Feb. 13: Martin Heidegger - Introduction I from Being and Time (pp. TBA) 
 
Feb. 16: Thomas Laqueur - Representing Sex from Making Sex, AND Rebecca Jordan-Young - 
Sexual Brains and Body Politics from Brainstorm PAPER ONE DUE 
 
II. THE STATE AND ITS DISCONTENTS 
 
A. Re-Learning the Alphabet: Keywords in the Study of Queer/Trans Politics 
 
Feb. 20: Varying Authors: Becoming, Biopolitics, Cisgender, Cisgenderism, Gender 
Self-Determination, Identity, Intersex  
 
Feb. 23: Varying Authors: LGBT, Performativity, Queer, Subaltern, Temporality, Transgender, 
Transition, Transphobia, Whiteness, Wrong Body. 
 
B. The Heteronormative State and the Discipline of Queer Identity 
 
Feb. 27: Margot Canaday - Introduction, Conclusion from The Straight State.  
 
Mar. 2: Paisley Currah, “The State,” from TSQ: Transgender Studies Quarterly and Michel 
Foucault  - The Docile Body from Discipline and Punish: (PDF: pp. 143-185) PAPER TWO 
DUE 
 
C. Learning from the Past: LGBTQ Protest Politics and it Critique 
 
Mar. 6: Ray Smith and Donald Haider-Markel, Protest Politics; Interest Group and Social 
Movement Participation 
 
Mar. 9: Gamson, Joshua. 1995. “Must Identity Movements Self-Destruct? A Queer Dilemma.” 
Social Problems  42(3):390-407  
 
D. The Rule of Law: Gender, Sex, and Legal Discourse 
 
Mar. 13: Kylar W. Broadus - The Evolution of Employment Discrimination Protections for 
Transgender People from Transgender Rights and Relevant - Case Law: Price Waterhouse v. 
Hopkins (1989) and Glenn v. Brumby (2011) 
 
Mar. 16: Shannon Price Minter - Do Transsexuals Dream of Gay Rights? Getting Real about 
Transgender Inclusion  (pp. 141-159). 
 
E. The Rule of Law: Marriage and the Mainstream 
 



Mar. 20: Carlos Bell - Marriage from The Closet to the Courthouse (pp. 151-198) AND Kenyon 
Farrow - Is Gay Marriage Anti-Black, Available at: 
http://kenyonfarrow.com/2005/06/14/is-gay-marriage-anti-black/ 
 
III. HUMAN LIFE AS A LIVING THING 
 
A. Creating the Human: Space, Violence, and Knowledge (CW: Homelessness, violence 
against women) 
 
Mar. 23: Veena Das - Boundaries, Violence, and the Work of Time from Life and Words PAPER 
THREE DUE 
 
Mar. 27: Walter D. Mignolo - Sylvia Winter: What Does it Mean to Be Human? 
 
Mar. 30: Walker, Rachel Loewen, “Toward a FIERCE Nomadology: Contesting Queer 
Geographies on the Christopher Street Pier” Available at 
http://phaenex.uwindsor.ca/ojs/leddy/index.php/phaenex/article/view/3153 
 
B. Other Voices, Other Narratives: Transgender and Gender Nonconforming Rights 
(TGNC) and the New Grounds of Recognition (CW: SRS) 
 
Apr. 3: Paisley Currah - Gender Pluralisms Under the Transgender Umbrella from Transgender 
Rights (pp.  3-31) 
 
Apr. 6: A. Finn Enke - The Education of Little Cis from The Transgender Studies Reader 2 
PAPER FOUR DUE 
 
Apr. 8-16: No Classes/Spring Recess 
 
Apr. 17: Dallas Denny, Transgender Communities of the United States in the Late Twentieth 
Century (pp. 171-185) 
 
C. Disposability, Marginality, and Intersectional Life (TW: racial slurs) 
 
Apr. 20: Michel Foucault - Selections from The Birth of Biopolitics (PDF pp. 116-139) 
 
Apr. 24: C. Riley Snorton and Jin Haritaworn - Trans Necropolitics: A Transnational Reflection 
on Violence, Death, and the Trans of Color Afterlife  (pp. 66-76) 
 
Apr. 27: Various Authors - Excerpts from Crip Theory AND Jasbir Puar - I Would Rather be a 
Cyborg than a Goddess 
 
D. A Phenomenology of Ordinary Life (CW: SRS, transmisogyny) 
 
May 1 - 8: Juliet Jacques - Trans: A Memoir  
 
Final Exam/Project TBA 



 
 
 
 
Response Paper Prompts: 
 
Paper One: Heidegger argues that human being  is an unfolding, what the Ancients called phusis . 
Citing examples from the other thinkers we read, do you think that queer politics seeks to follow 
a similar line of thought in human being, i.e., the idea of becoming and unfolding in who, or 
what, humans are? Is that really something political or merely philosophical? Be sure to cite 
examples/arguments from the readings. 
 
Paper Two: It was argued that the state has a tendency to discipline, or correct for, otherwise 
deviant behaviors. If this is so, how can one imagine victories in queer, trans, or other 
non-normative life in terms of the state? Can the state in its current modality 
(liberal/representative democracy) be a viable source of social, and for that matter political, 
change? Cite specific arguments from the readings. 
 
Paper Three: Veena Das argues that violence and space are congruous points where the world and 
the body meet to create the boundary conditions for “experimentation of new forms of human 
life.” Given the discussions of how law has determined the “boundaries” of legally identified 
gender/sex and other forms of embodiment, to what extent is the law a form of violence? Can the 
law be thought as something that willfully limits the human in its expressive capacities? Be sure 
to cite the readings. 
 
Paper Four: It has so far been argued that cisgender, that is non-trans, forms and conceptions of 
the human body have been the epistemological foundations for how we perceive “normal.” But in 
adopting this term in order to critique our knowledge, do we run a risk of materializing the 
differences we hope to overcome? For example, by making cis the object of critique, are we 
continuing a problematic cis/trans binary? Cite examples from the readings to help you argument. 
 


